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Message from the Executive Director

Professor Peter Barlow 
FRSA

Welcome to Sharjah Performing Arts Academy (SPAA).

In this academic year we are celebrating 50 years of the 
UAE. A golden jubilee that is symbolic of unity, tolerance, 
and diversity. Leaders coming together in the face of 
adversity to inspire and build a future that others dared 
only hope for. These were the changemakers; the trail 
blazers.
 
Fifty years on we are building on the foundations of UAE’s 
forefathers; inspiring the changemakers and trailblazers 
of the future.

You are at the beginning of the journey of the rest of your 
life. 

With industry professionals and global connections 
training, supporting, guiding and challenging your artistic 
journey, at SPAA we will help transform you into the very 
best international performing or production artist that 
you can be.

Our Academy has had the privilege of hosting some of the 
very best performers and creatives from around the globe. 

From tech rehearsals for award-winning musicians to masterclasses with international 
professional dance companies. The great attraction for hosting at SPAA is the opportunity for 
industry professionals to be a significant and meaningful part of our student learning experience 
and graduate journey. The performing and productions arts industries are competitive ones. At 
SPAA we like competition and our ambition is to make our Academy one of the best in the world, 
and if we are the best, then our graduates will be the best too. 

With the foresight of His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, Ruler of Sharjah 
and Academy President, SPAA is the only dedicated performing arts academy in the Middle 
East. It is my mission to ensure the generosity and vision of HH, to provide students with a 
safe environment to study, practice and take part in developing professional performing and 
production arts in the region is fully and successfully realised.

SPAA informs, challenges, educates, questions, discovers and celebrates diversity; where 
everyone strives for excellence and the best means of storytelling by embracing all cultures, 
abilities and styles. 
 
Our student body has grown exponentially over the past three years, as has our Faculty and 
Administration teams. Collectively we now originate from 34 countries around the world. 

This global knowledge, experience and tolerance ensures our students graduate with a 
competitive edge in an international market.
 
If you have the dedication, fortitude, strength and discipline to excel at being a creative leader 
and changemaker of the future, then your future starts here… today. 
 
We wish you all the best on your journey.  If you decide to join us, we’ll be with you every step of 
the way.
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Sharjah Performing Arts Academy (SPAA) 
is a centre of excellence, and is the only 
dedicated performing arts academy in the 
Middle East. 

Our Academy focuses on training and 
educating students in performing 
and production arts to succeed in a 
competitive and ever evolving industry. 
SPAA provides a comprehensive education 
for the professional performing artist and 
for production and technical specialists. 

Performing and production arts includes 
all the roles involved in the collaborative 
process of making professional 
performances.

This includes, but is not limited to stage 
managers, scenic designers and painters, 
directors, actors, musicians, singers, 
dancers, theatre technicians, backstage 
crew, choreographers, costume makers, 
sound and lighting designers. 

SPAA graduates will be strong, confident, 
independent individuals with life skills 
that enable them to be the changemakers 
of the performing and production arts 
industries.   
  
Developing creative, highly skilled and 
professionally trained individuals who are 
able to collaborate and lead in any global 
context is at the forefront of all strategic 
aims of our Academy.

Institutional Licensure and Programme Accreditations

Sharjah Performing Arts Academy (SPAA), located in the Emirate of Sharjah, is officially licensed from 6/05/2019 to 3/04/2022 by the 
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research of the United Arab Emirates to award degrees/qualifications in higher education.
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Our Board of Trustees

Dr Yousif Aydabi
Cultural Advisor to His 
Highness, Dr. Sultan Al 
Qasimi Centre of Gulf 

Studies

Mr Ismail Abdallah
Chairman of the 

Board of Trustees of 
Arab Theatre Institute; 
Secretary General of 

Arab Theatre Institute; 
Chairman of Theatrical 

Association

Mr Ahmed Aburehaima
Director General of 

Theatre Department; 
Department of Culture, 

Sharjah

Hoor bint Sultan Al 
Qasimi

President and Director of 
Sharjah Art Foundation 

(SAF) and Deputy 
Chairperson of SPAA

Dr Nadia M. Alhasani
Professor and Dean – 

College of Fine Arts and 
Design, University of 

Sharjah

Dr Habib G. Al-Attar
Secretary General of the 

Theatrical Association

Luke Rittner CBE
Chief Executive - Royal 

Academy of Dance 
(London)

His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mohammed 
Al Qasimi

Member of the Supreme Council, Ruler of Sharjah, 
Academy President and Chairman

Professor Peter Barlow 
FRSA

Director and Chief 
Executive

Our Vision

Our Mission

Our Values

Sharjah Performing Arts 

Academy (SPAA) is the only 

dedicated performing arts academy in 

the Middle East. We will train, educate and 

produce graduates with a competitive edge in an 

international market, with all the necessary skills 

to develop a lasting and prosperous career 

within the professional performing 

arts industry.

CREATIVITY with 
focus

FREEDOM of thought and 
expression

The ACTIVE PARTICIPATION of the Academy 
community in its life and development

DIVERSITY of applicants, students, staff and partner 
organisations

The TRAINING of highly skilled and multi-
disciplined graduates through coaching and teaching 

by active professional performers, production 
team experts, technicians, designers, 

directors and choreographers

 RESPONSIBILITY to the artistic, 
cultural and economic lives 

of communities beyond 
the Academy
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At Sharjah Performing 

Arts Academy (SPAA) we 

fundamentally believe that the 

performing arts has the capacity to affect 

and benefit every single person. SPAA is an 

independent, non-profit, coeducational institution 

of higher education that promotes 

excellence in teaching and learning in a 

conservatoire. 



Our Facilities

The Academy is equipped with the highest quality, latest audio visual technologies and 
advanced control devices that accompany the development of performing arts in their 
various forms. SPAA also comprises state-of-the-art facilities and breakout spaces to 
meet and collaborate beyond the studios and tutorial rooms.

432 Seat Theatre

126 Seat Studio Theatre

Rehearsal Studio

Exhibition Gallery Green Screen TV Studio

Fully-equipped GymnasiumLibrary

12 Acting and Dance Studios

12 Voice Recording Studios

Paints and Prop Workshop

Laundry

Costume Workshop

Make Up Studios

Breakout SpacesBox Office

CafeStudent Accommodation

Scenic Construction Workshop

Our Sustainable Academy

Did you know the theatre industry’s carbon footprint produces enough emissions to 
send someone to the moon and back more than 20 times per year?

At SPAA our future theatre makers will work with and be trained in sustainable practices 
for the live events industry. Working with guidelines and best practices in line with the 
performing and production arts industries to increase sustainability and decrease our 
carbon footprint, we pledge to reduce, recycle, and restore wherever and whenever 
possible.

Here are some of the ways we will work towards a more sustainable future:

Paperless – music scores, acting scripts, teaching and learning 
materials will be digitally produced and disseminated as a first 
option

Materials – resource and hire local equipment and materials; 
scenic construction built from environmentally friendly, 
reusable materials; costume design from recycled/upcycled 
fabrics and materials; paint workshop equipped with non-toxic, 
eco-friendly paint

Power – our Academy operates on 100% LED lighting, which 
significantly reduces our power consumption and energy 
emissions

Food / Catering –  decrease food waste with portion control 
servings; plant-based and meat free food options on the menu; 
organic waste composted where possible; plastic-free cutlery 
offered

Water – encourage reusable, refillable drinking vessels for 
students, staff and visitors; maximise water efficiency; reduce 
water waste

Waste / Landfill – decrease our use and sale of single-use 
plastics; promote Academy-wide recycling and sustainable calls 
to action
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Where We Are From

At SPAA, our staff and students come from all over 
the world.

Since opening our doors in 2019 our student and 
staff numbers have grown exponentially. From the 
UAE and Tunisia to Spain and South Africa, we now 
cover 34 countries of the globe.

UAE Australia Canada

Iran Iraq Ireland

Lebanon Mauritania Morocco

Poland Russia

Spain Sri Lanka

USA

Philippine

South Africa

UgandaTurkey

Saudi Arabia

Sudan

Egypt England India

Jordan Kenya Kuwait

Pakistan Palestine

Scotland Sierra Leone

Syria Tunisia

Wales

New Zealand
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Bachelor of Arts Programme Information

We take talented individuals and turn them into credible professional performers, 
dancers, actors, designers, technicians and stage managers through a deep exploration 
of the world of theatre. SPAA embraces, celebrates and encourages the creativity, 
diversity and unique talent of each individual student.

Start Date September 2022

Contact Hours 30 hours per week

Programme Fees AED 60,000 per year

Programme Length 4 years full-time

Eligible full-time, undergraduate students may apply 
for a SPAA scholarship.

Scholarships can only be applied for once you 
have been accepted into the Academy through our 
audition/interview process.

Scholarships are based on individual eligibility and a 
further interview/audition process once a letter of 
offer has been received.

Scholarship Information

Programmes BA Production Arts
BA Musical Theatre
BA Acting
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Bachelor of Arts (Production Arts)

The BA Production Arts programme consists of three main strands, and underpinning 
these are the key skills that make the best Stage Managers, Technicians and Designers of 
today’s industry.

Programme Overview

In the Production department, we understand that to study and work in the Production 
Arts is a privilege and a joy, and one that all of the staff and students within the 
Academy thrive on. To work backstage or as part of a creative team in the theatre 
requires imagination, enthusiasm and invention. We’re looking for students who love 
theatre, live performance and events. 

The BA programme consists of:

Technical: Lighting, Sound and Video
Stage Management: Stage, Event & Production Management
Design Realisation: Scenic Construction, Paint, Props and Costume Making, and 
Maintenance.

The theatre is always at the cutting edge of new technology and at SPAA we aim to 
be at the forefront of this technology. If you have a passionate interest in all things 
Production Arts then this could be the course for you.
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Bachelor of Arts (Musical Theatre)

The BA Musical Theatre programme looks for students who are passionate about 
Musical Theatre and have strong skill sets in either dance, acting or singing.

Programme Overview

The BA Musical Theatre programme at SPAA offers a combination of world-class 
training and facilities, with professional connections, and opportunities for international 
collaboration.

It is a four year, full-time programme. Students will acquire industry-ready skills 
in acting, singing and dance, as well as an option to gain a qualified dance teacher 
status (DDE) through ISTD and with Estill International in gaining a CMT vocal tutor 
certification.

The programme seeks those who are curious, ambitious about their own development, 
and passionate about the language of Musical Theatre.

The BA Musical Theatre programme offers a high level professional education for those 
students who are dedicated to becoming skilled and innovative professional artists.

Bachelor of Arts (Acting)

The BA Acting programme is dedicated to producing credible, professional actors who 
are at the forefront of the region’s theatre revolution, while establishing themselves as 
contenders for a global, performing arts career. 

Bringing together an intense, imaginative and collaborative learning environment, BA 
Acting students are exposed to a variety of industry-leading training techniques, genres 
and styles.

The four-year, full-time Acting degree is designed to inspire, challenge and expand 
performers’ skills and techniques. The programme offers students the opportunity 
to explore and rediscover the world of performing arts through interdisciplinary 
approaches to contemporary teaching and learning. 

Situated within the ‘Cultural Capital of the Arab World’, Sharjah Performing Arts 
Academy is at the epicentre of inspiration, creativity and innovation. SPAA’s BA Acting 
programme positions its graduates as the leaders, forward thinkers and change makers 
of the performing arts world.

Programme Overview
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Dance Diploma Programme Information

Start Date September 2022

Contact Hours 30 hours per week

Programme Fees AED 55,000 per year

Eligible full-time, undergraduate students may apply 
for a SPAA scholarship.

Scholarships can only be applied for once you 
have been accepted into the Academy through our 
audition/interview process.

Scholarships are based on individual eligibility and a 
further interview/audition process once a letter of 
offer has been received.

Programme Length 3 years full-time

Scholarship Information

Programmes Trinity Level 6 Diploma in Professional Dance

The Diploma in Professional Dance focuses on the holistic development of the dance 
student; the physical and emotional skills required for longevity within a professional 
dance career. SPAA Dance graduates will be empowered with brave creativity to inspire 
change within the global dance industry.

Trinity Level 6 Diploma in Professional Dance

Programme Overview

This three-year, full-time diploma creates dancers who will lead the way in wellness and 
emotional intelligence, creating a culture of change for mental and physical awareness, 
inclusion and diversity within the dance profession.

Year 1 comprises core technical dance skills in Ballet and Contemporary, Jazz, Com-
mercial, and Tap, and introduces technical training in supporting skills Choreography 
and Voice. The emphasis is on safe practice across all disciplines through developing ap-
propriate warm up and cool down methods, correct posture, strengthening, alignment, 
placement, transfer of weight, coordination and balance.

Year 2 builds on the fundamental techniques established in Year 1 by maintaining the 
technical training but adds additional supporting subjects such as pas de deux, Latin 
dance, heel work, pilates and world/cultural dance.

Year 3 focuses on performance. Technical skills continue to be developed and main-
tained through the delivery of technique classes, but the emphasis is on performance 
opportunities. Students will experience performance opportunities which differ in scale 
(fringe, touring production, and West End/Broadway scale, for example).

SPAA is the first and only performing arts academy outside of the UK to offer Trinity’s 
Level 6 Diploma in Professional Dance.

Our enviable geographic location gives access to outstanding world talent; the 
dynamic performance industry in the region offering immediate opportunities for rich 
collaborations and employment prospects.
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“I can say that SPAA is the dream, especially 

for every artistic person looking for creativity, 

respect and success. I really feel happy every 

day because I am studying at SPAA. You can’t 

stop being creative here because creativity is 

everywhere in the Academy.” 

- Ali
BA Production Arts

What Our Students Say

“Here at SPAA, it doesn’t matter how old you 

are, what college you graduated from, gender, 

cultural background or religious affiliations. All 

that matters is how committed you are, how 

much work you’re willing to put in and how 

much of yourself you are willing to give to the 

process. SPAA is in every way a dream come 

true.”

- Huda 
BA Acting

“I never realised how far away from home I 

was until I came to SPAA. This place gives me 

a sense of belonging, where I can express and 

explore every artistic “instinct” and turn it into 

a piece of art. If you are an aspiring artist, SPAA 

will give you discipline, all the tools you need, 

and a loving support system to enable your 

creativity and help you stand out in the domain 

of performing arts.” 

- Mariana
Level 6 Diploma in Professional Dance

“I didn’t know what to expect before arriving 

at SPAA, but as soon as I arrived, it struck me, 

what an incredible institute this is! It’s a place 

that provides world-class tutors who care for 

nothing more than your progress; it provides 

a safe space for you to explore, discover, and 

bring out the potential within you. I am grateful 

and lucky to have been given the opportunity to 

grow in this wonderful academy.”

- Adel
BA Musical Theatre
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BTEC Level 2 courses provide secondary school-aged students (14 – 16 years) an 

introduction and insight into the career of their chosen profession. 

The BTEC International Level 2 Certificate in Performing Arts is designed to give young 

performers a broad overview of some of the different career areas in the performing 

arts. The course is very practical and aims to develop performance skills, as well as 

building confidence and resilience.

Success on this course creates a platform to move on to a higher level of arts education, 

and a solid foundation for a successful career in the performing arts industry.

We believe it is essential to support young performers in their pursuit of a successful 

and lasting future in the performing arts.

Give students the chance to gain 
two additional IGCSE qualifications  

Allow students to progress to 
Level 3 vocational qualifications 

Provide education and training for 
students in the performing arts

Allow students to develop a range of 
skills and techniques, personal skills 

and attributes essential for successful 
performance in working life

The BTEC International Level 2 Certificate in Performing Arts has been developed to:  

The Children and Young Performers classes are a wonderful addition to the main 

Academy. Conducted on Saturdays and after school throughout the term, the classes in 

singing, acting, dancing and musical theatre are for young performers aged 4 – 18.

At SPAA, we create a fun and caring environment where each and every one of our 

students is valued and encouraged to be creative. We are thrilled to have this purpose 

built facility for young performers to enhance their social and life skills through 

performing arts. We focus on opportunities for children and young performers to 

be creative and expressive in a safe environment. We promise to give our students 

creativity to embrace life and make the most of their talents and opportunities. Children 

and young performers will learn how to sing, act and dance, while developing a broad 

range of life skills. Our students become more self-assured, expressive, sociable and 

imaginative, while also learning how to respond to everyday situations with resilience, 

creativity and bravery. Most importantly it is all done through a lot of fun, play and 

physical challenges.

BTEC International Level 2 Certificate in Performing Arts

Children and Young Performers

IMAGINATION

CREATIVITY

GROWTH

CONFIDENCE

RESILIENCE

FRIENDSHIP

COURAGE
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Frequently Asked Questions

About Sharjah

While visitors to the United Arab Emirates might easily be drawn to Dubai based on its glitz 
and larger-than-life reputation, Sharjah can be likened to the ‘quiet achiever’ in the family 
of emirates. Sharjah has a strong commitment to education, art, culture and preserving its 
rich heritage through exhibitions, concerts, festivals, the Mleiha archaeological site and the 
charmingly restored Sharjah Heritage Area, renowned for its museums, galleries, souks and 
authentic eateries. 

The emirate was named Cultural Capital of the Arab World, by UNESCO in 1998; Capital of 
Islamic Culture in 2014 and UNESCO’s World Book Capital for 2019.

Ruled by His Highness Sheikh Dr Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, Sharjah is the third largest 
emirate in the country, with a population of approximately 1.6 million, and an area that covers 
2,590 square kilometres.  

Nestled amidst the lapis-blue Persian Gulf, dramatic Fujairah mountains, and the aquamarine 
Gulf of Oman, Sharjah is spectacularly and geographically diverse. The emirate boasts of 
beaches, botanic gardens, desert and sand dunes, theme parks, museums, wildlife centres, 
historical monuments, ancient forts, public parks, lakes, canals and waterfront dining.

What are the fees for the undergraduate programmes? 
AED 60,000 yearly (for each BA programme)
AED 55,000 yearly (for Dance Diploma) 
Are scholarships available?
Scholarships are available for eligible students who have been accepted into the Academy.
Students who are eligible will be able to apply for a scholarship once they have received their 
acceptance letter from the Academy. Details regarding scholarship benefits will be given once 
letters of offers have been made. 

Is there fee help for students who are not successful in receiving a scholarship?
The Academy offers means-tested fee help for students experiencing hardship. This is at the 
discretion of the Academy. Students who are eligible will be able to apply for fee help once they 
have received their acceptance letter from the Academy.  

What do I have to do to be accepted into my chosen undergraduate programme?
All prospective students must register and apply through our Application Management System 
(AMS) – https://ams.spaa.ae/login/

There will be an audition / interview process for all BA programmes and the Dance Diploma. All 
audition / interview dates and entry requirements can be found on the AMS and our website 
https://spaa.ae/undergraduate

Can I receive recognition of prior learning / transfer of credits for courses already completed?
SPAA does not currently accept transfer of credits from academic programmes at other 
universities. In exceptional circumstances, prior learning may be taken into account if 
candidates demonstrate outstanding ability and prior experience at audition or interview.
  
What are the admission requirements?
For our BA programmes, students are normally expected to be at least 18 years old and have 
completed at least 12 years of schooling prior to the date of application.  
For all BA programmes, students must be proficient in English. A minimum standard is required 
in any of the following:

• EmSAT which is the national system in the UAE, with a score of 1100 – 1225 or above
• TOEFL with a score of 500
• IELTS with a score of 5.5

For our Level 6 Diploma in Professional Dance, students are normally expected to be at least 16 
years old at the date of application.

For further information about our Academy, its facilities and programmes, visit our website 
https://spaa.ae/undergraduate or telephone: +971 6 502 9999
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info@spaa.ae

www.spaa.ae

+971 6 502 9999

University City, Sharjah 

@SharjahPAA

@sharjah_paa

@SharjahPAA

Sharjah Performing Arts Academy

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF UAE... 
INSPIRING CREATIVE CITIZENS OF THE FUTURE


